
 
 

DVB Releases Free Reference Client for DVB-I Services 
 

New Open Source Reference Client for Android and HbbTV Paves the Way for 
DVB-I Deployments 

 
GENEVA — April 22, 2020 — DVB, an industry consortium that develops open, 

interoperable technical specifications for the delivery of digital media and broadcast services, 

today announced that an open source reference client for DVB-I is now available. The 

source code is provided via DVB’s GitHub account. Developed in collaboration with Sofia 

Digital, the reference client and related materials are released under the open source MIT 

license and will help to accelerate deployments of the DVB-I specification. 

 

“The events of recent weeks have clearly shown that television remains a popular and vital 

medium for information and entertainment,” said Emily Dubs, head of technology at DVB. 

“With broadband-enabled devices typically orchestrating users’ digital lives, this new 

reference client demonstrates the potential for DVB-I to play a vital role in uniting the wide 

range of linear services available to viewers, whether over broadband or broadcast 

networks.” 

 

“This is part of a shift by DVB to deliver more value to its members and to the industry, 

looking beyond the specifications themselves,” said Peter MacAvock, chairman of DVB. “By 

providing this reference client, DVB hopes to encourage the adoption of DVB-I specifications 

in industry solutions for delivering linear television over the internet.”  

 

The overall development will be made freely available under an open source license so that 

anyone interested in DVB-I can look at the source code and potentially reuse parts of it in 

their own experiments, trials, and developments. 

 

The release of the first version of an open source reference client for DVB-I completes the 

first phase of the work undertaken by Sofia Digital on behalf of the DVB Project. This 

reference implementation consists of a back end, allowing the generation and editing of 

DVB-I service lists, plus a front end. The client side is available as an HbbTV OpApp, as well 

as a separate client for Android devices via a progressive web application. The latter 

application can be simply tested on anyone’s Android phone or tablet. (See instructions 

below.) 

https://www.dvb.org/
https://github.com/DVBproject/DVB-I-Reference-Client


 

“Our technical team at Sofia Digital is excited and motivated to work together with DVB in 

bringing DVB-I to life. We see great potential in the technology, and we’ve already received 

global interest in both DVB-I and the reference client,” said Mika Kanerva, COO of Sofia 

Digital. “The DVB-I reference implementation shows this technology is now working and 

makes commercial adoption of new standards easier and faster.” 

 

The second phase of development for the DVB-I reference client is now underway, with 

results to be demonstrated at IBC2020. During the second phase, additional features that 

consumers expect as part of a TV experience will be added. Examples include support for 

accessibility and parental access control. 

 

DVB-I has been gaining momentum over the past year, with the first public demonstrations 

at IBC2019 and the publication of the first complete specification in November 2019. The 

specification defines DVB-I Service Lists, a means for internet-connected devices to find 

curated sets of linear television services that may be delivered through broadband or 

broadcast mechanisms. It also defines the methods to retrieve electronic programme data 

for those services, which can be integrated into a broadband-based television experience 

accessed through a consistent user interface.  

 

For more information about DVB, visit www.dvb.org. 

 

Instructions for the Android app 
To try out the DVB-I reference client on an Android device, visit the link below and via the 

web browser’s menu, choose the option to “Add to home screen.” You can then launch the 

client by clicking on the DVB-I logo that will appear on the device’s home screen. 

http://stage.sofiadigital.fi/dvb/dvb-i-reference-application/frontend/android/ 

 

# # # 

 
About Sofia Digital 
Sofia Digital is an internationally recognized provider of interactive video and TV solutions, bringing 
new value-adding services to different TV terminals utilizing new digital technologies. Sofia Digital 
focuses on open standard interactive platforms, such as IPTV, DVB and HbbTV. Since its foundation 
in 2000, Sofia Digital has served mainly operator, broadcaster and device manufacturer customers in 
over 37 countries. Contact:info@sofiadigital.com. 
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DVB is an industry-led consortium of broadcasters, manufacturers, network operators, software 
developers, regulators and others from around the world committed to designing open interoperable 
technical specifications for the global delivery of digital media and broadcast services. DVB 
specifications cover all aspects of digital television from transmission through interfacing, conditional 
access and interactivity for digital video, audio and data. DVB dominates the digital broadcasting 
environment with thousands of broadcast services around the world using DVB specifications. There 
are hundreds of manufacturers offering DVB compliant equipment. To date there are over a billion 
DVB receivers shipped worldwide.  
 
Further information about DVB can be found at: www.dvb.org, www.dvbservices.com and 
www.dvbworld.org.  
 
DVB and DVB sub-brands are registered trademarks. 
 
All trademarks appearing herein are the property of their respective owners. 
 
Link to Word Doc: www.202comms.com/DVB/200422DVB.docx  
 
DVB Contact: 
Emily Dubs 
DVB Head of Technology 
Tel: +41 22 717 2717 
Email: dubs@dvb.org  
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